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The Shrivenham Village Plan 
 
The Government wishes to give rural communities greater opportunity to run their own affairs, and to 
set out a vision to guide future development for their town or village. In 2007 some local people got 
together to form the Shrivenham Village Plan Group to take advantage of this opportunity for 
everyone in the village ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 
Subsequently the Group consulted widely throughout the community on what people like and want 
preserved, what they dislike and want changed, and what new things are needed. The result is this 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ άThe Shrivenham Village Planέ. It is based on the views of the Shrivenham residents who 
responded to the questionnaires and at meetings.  It contains many recommendations for immediate 
action as well as longer-term plans. 
The Shrivenham Village Plan project was driven by an independent committee, supported by grants 
from the Parish Council and Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (ORCC). This plan has now been 
endorsed by the Parish Council and is supported by representatives from the Vale of White Horse 
District Council (VoWHDC), Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) and ORCC. 
A recent Government White Paper spelt out the need to consult local communities and take notice of 
plans such as ours, and we now look forward to working with our local authorities to fully explore and 
implement the enclosed proposals. 
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A large print version of the Shrivenham Plan is available 
on our website or from the Parish Clerk. 

http://www.shrivenham.org/parish/village_plan.html 

http://www.shrivenham.org/parish/village_plan.html
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Introduction 
 
Shrivenham is a large parish in the south western corner of Oxfordshire, situated on the 
Wiltshire/Oxfordshire border just off the A420 the major trunk road between Swindon and Oxford. 
Originally in Berkshire, the village has been in Oxfordshire since 1974 when the county boundaries 
were changed.  This is the cause of much confusion as the postal address is Swindon, Wiltshire and no 
amount of protest seems to convince the Royal Mail that we are in fact an Oxfordshire village. 

 
The village lies in a shallow valley between the chalk of the Lambourn Downs and the limestone of the 
Corallian Ridge. The site is located between the Rivers Ock and Cole from which Shrivenham is 
believed to derive its name.  Lƴ ά¢ƘŜ tƭŀŎŜ bŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ .ŜǊƪǎƘƛǊŜέ (1974) by Margaret Gelling, she 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ άǊƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ ƳŜŀŘƻǿ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜƴŀƴŎŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ άǎŎǊƛŦŀƴέ ς ΨŘŜŎǊŜŜΣ ŀƭƭƻǘΣ Ǉŀǎǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴΣ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ǇŜƴŀƴŎŜΩ. The second is 
άƘŀƳƳέ ς Ψriverside meadowΩ.  

The Doomsday Book (1086) records that there was a substantial Anglo-Saxon settlement in the area in 
ǘƘŜ άŘŜƳŜǎƴŜέ or personal estate of the king consisting of 46 hides or approximately 5,000 acres. The 
population was then thought to have been around 380 souls.  Over the centuries Shrivenham 
remained a settled agricultural community until the coming of the Industrial Revolution and the rapid 
ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ {ǿƛƴŘƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ǊǳƴŜƭΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ Western Railway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reprinted by kind permission of the Shrivenham Heritage Centre 

More recently the village has become known as the home of the Royal Military College of Science 
(RMCS), established in 1946, which then became the Defence Academy of the United Kingdom in 
2001. It is this blend of άƻƭŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜέ with established local families, commuter settlement and haven 
for the military that gives Shrivenham much of its character today. 
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Although there are many old and attractive houses, Shrivenham is not ŀ ΨŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ōƻȄΩ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ The 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǊŜŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфслΩs when 
many old houses were torn down in the interests of development and 
supplanted by nondescript characterless buildings.    

The heart of the village is marked by the historic stocks from where the 
tree lined Church Walk leads to St AndrewΩs Church. The High Street has 
all the essential facilities to support the community including the hugely 
popular surgery and post office together with the Shrivenham Primary 
School, garage, bank, Co-op, chemist, hardware store, florist, 
newsagents, hair-dressers, Chinese take-away and two Indian restaurants 
to say nothing of the local hostelries. 
 
In ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {Ǉŀǘƛŀƭ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ 
Swindon Borough Council has taken the decision to build 12,000 houses 
east of the A419. This eastern expansion of Swindon is seen as the major 
threat to the future autonomy of the village. At the same time there is a strong consensus that 
Shrivenham should resist over-development with a massive 89% of respondents to the survey 
believing that it is important or very important to retain the existing boundary of the built-up area 
over the next few decades.  
 
People like living in Shrivenham. It has a healthy community spirit, with 
all its amenities and pleasant surrounding countryside being major 
attractions. Not surprisingly therefore, the main concern of residents is 
to retain what they value; in particular to protect the countryside and 
preserve the village community in the face of prospective 
development. 

 

 
 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

άDǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ς brilliant 
healthcare facilities, 

convenient shops and 
restaurants, good 
ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ 
ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ 

village ς L ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘΗέ 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
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Shrivenham Demographics 
 
The Office for National Statistics Census 2001 puts the population at 2,352 across some 878 
households with a fairly even mix between males and females. 

 

 

 

In the 2005 General Election there were 1,649 registered electors in the Parish of Shrivenham. 

The Parish of Shrivenham covers a surprisingly large area and 

includes part of the Defence Academy, as bounded by the map on 

the following page.  The Defence Academy presence also 

influences the village with a transient element to the population of 

the village. 

The Map on page 6, reprinted by kind permission of Shrivenham 

Parish Council, defines the area of scope for this Village Plan. 

 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

άI consider myself most 

fortunate to live in Shrivenham. 

It can only go from strength to 

strength in the future.έ 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

 


